THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2015 • 8:00AM - 2:00PM
THE WESTIN BOOK CADILLAC DETROIT
EVENT AGENDA

We would like to thank the sponsors of today’s event:

MADE IN MICHIGAN LOUNGE SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSOR

Breakfast & Networking

9:00–9:05am

Welcome – Doug Rothwell, President & CEO, Business Leaders for Michigan

9:05–9:45am

Word on the Street: A Frank Conversation about Michigan’s Progress
Michigan is making progress, but is anyone noticing? Get an eye-opening view of the steps
other states are taking to be competitive and what outsiders and rivals say about our state.
Albert Berriz, Chief Executive Officer, McKinley, Inc.
Barry Broome, President & CEO, Greater Sacramento Area Economic Council
Moderator: Christy McDonald, Anchor, MiWeek

9:45–9:55am

The Hard Facts about Michigan’s Competitiveness
Review data on how Michigan stacks up to its competitors on an array of key
performance measures.
Doug Rothwell, President & CEO, Business Leaders for Michigan

9:55–10:25am

Getting Real: How New and Seasoned Entrepreneurs Survive and Thrive
Get an insider’s look at the obstacles, opportunities and available support for entrepreneurs
in Michigan.
Abir Ali, Creative Director, Designer & Co-Owner, Ali Sandifer Studio
Chip George, Chief Executive Officer, Comfort Research
Carl Winans, Co-Founder, Mega Tiny Corporation
Moderator: M. Roy Wilson, President, Wayne State University

10:25–10:45am

Break

10:45–10:55am

Everyone Can Have a Role in Growing Michigan Jobs and Our Economy
Learn what some companies are doing to help grow more jobs in Michigan while they grow
their bottom line.

10:55–11:25am

Staying in the Game: Keeping a Competitive Edge in a Rapidly-Changing World
Learn how three CEOs have evolved their products and business strategies to keep pace
with the times.
Evan Lyall, Chief Executive Officer, Roush Enterprises
Dennis Mannion, President & CEO, Detroit Pistons and Palace Sports & Entertainment
Brian Walker, President & CEO, Herman Miller, Inc.
Moderator: Nancy Kaffer, Columnist, Detroit Free Press

11:25–11:30am

Did You Know?
A quick look at some surprising and interesting facts about Michigan’s homegrown companies.
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11:30–11:45am

Break

I

11:45am–1:15pm

Luncheon Keynote Speaker: Innovation for Growth
Hear from a global innovation expert on how to foster the innovation necessary to
continually reinvent your products so your company remains relevant in a constantly
changing marketplace.
Tom Kelley, General Manager, IDEO
Moderator: Nolan Finley, Editorial Page Editor, The Detroit News

1:15–1:30pm

What’s Next?
Doug Rothwell, President & CEO, Business Leaders for Michigan

1:30–2:00pm

Reception & Networking
Stop in the Made in Michigan Lounge throughout the day to meet some fabulous small
Michigan businesses and see their great products!
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8:00–9:00am

Abir Ali, Co-Founder & Creative Director, Ali Sandifer
Abir Ali is a designer whose work spans furniture, architecture, publication, special
projects management, and grantmaking. She is the Co-Founder and Creative
Director of Ali Sandifer — a design and craft based family-owned business
operating in Detroit. Ali Sandifer is focused on hand-crafted furniture —
producing a retail collection as well as privately commissioned work for national
and international, residential and commercial clients. Ali Sandifer has been
recognized in a number of publications including American Craft Magazine, Ambassador Magazine,
Azure, CS Interiors, Detroit Home, and Modern Midwest.
Ali is also the Program Manager for NEIdeas – a competition from the New Economy Initiative
that celebrates and rewards existing small business ideas city-wide. Other special projects
include the first edition of 7.2 SQ MI: A Report on Greater Downtown Detroit as well as Site
Unseen: Laneway Architecture and Urbanism in Toronto, recipient of a City of Toronto, Visions
and Master Plans Award.
Ali received an undergraduate degree from the University of Michigan and a Master of Architecture
degree from the University of Toronto. She is a Detroit resident and serves on a variety of advisory
boards related to design, craft, and entrepreneurship in Detroit.

Albert M. Berriz, Chief Executive Officer, McKinley, Inc.
Albert M. Berriz is Co-Managing Member, Chief Executive Officer, Board
Member and Co-Owner of McKinley, a real estate investment company that
owns and operates a $4.6 billion dollar real estate portfolio with 1,600 full time
staff members consisting of 35,398 apartment units and over 21.0 million
square feet of shopping centers and office buildings located in 33 states
nationwide. Berriz has extensive experience in the acquisition, financing,
management and redevelopment of real estate assets. He is responsible for acquiring and
managing assets in excess of $7.0 billion during his career.
Berriz holds an MBA with honors in marketing and finance from the J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of
Management, Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. He also holds a Bachelor of Architecture
Professional degree with high honors from the School of Engineering at the University of Miami.
Berriz began his career in the real estate department of the Continental Illinois National Bank and
Trust Co. of Chicago as a Vice President responsible for real estate lending.

Barry Broome, President & CEO, Greater Sacramento Area Economic Council
Barry Broome is the first President & CEO of the Greater Sacramento Area
Economic Council (“Greater Sacramento”) in California’s capital region, which
was created to unite area CEOs behind a vision to significantly boost economic
development in the region with a more active, hands-on role in the region’s
economic development organization.
Broome was previously at the helm of the Greater Phoenix Economic Council
(GPEC). His tenure there led to the attraction of 225 companies, creating 40,500 jobs and more
than $8 billion in capital investment. Broome recently worked to secure Apple in Mesa, a gamechanging project that will create 700 jobs and more than $1 billion in capital investment. He’s also
worked to attract investment from many of the region’s notable companies such as Intel,
GoDaddy, Yelp, PayPal, Amazon, and scores of others.
In 2013, Broome was named Economic Developer of the Year by the Arizona Association of
Economic Development and was the recipient of the Greater Phoenix Black Chamber of
Commerce’s Chairman Award. Under his leadership, GPEC was ranked the No. 1 regional
economic development organization in the U.S. among site selection consultants in 2011 and
was recognized that same year by the Arizona Association for Economic Development as

and Sunday newspapers.
Prior to that, Finley was the newspaper's Deputy Managing Editor, directing the
newsroom. Previously, he served as Business Editor, and in various editing
positions on the city, state and metro desks. He was also a reporter, covering Detroit City Hall
during the Coleman Young administration.
Finley has been with the newspaper since 1976, starting as a copy boy in the newsroom while a
student at Wayne State University. Nolan also co-hosts the “MiWeek” show on Detroit Public
Television and often appears on Flashpoint on WDIV. He is a graduate of both Schoolcraft
College in Livonia and Wayne State, where he earned a Bachelor's degree in journalism. In 2012,
Nolan was inducted into the Michigan Journalism Hall of Fame. He is a native of Cumberland
County, Ky.
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on various national and local issues, and also writes a column in the Thursday
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since May 1, 2000. He directs the expression of the newspaper's editorial position
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Nolan Finley is Editorial Page Editor of The Detroit News, a position he's held
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Nolan Finley, Editorial Page Editor, The Detroit News
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Organization of the Year.

Chip George, Chief Executive Officer, Comfort Research
Chip George and Matt Jung co-founded Comfort Research in 1997 while attending
Hope College. The pair created an innovative solution to their worn out,
uncomfortable seating problems by stuffing the shell of an old bean bag chair with
hand-shredded foam from a pile of mattress pads, inventing the first Fuf® Chair.
They patented the design and peddled their handmade products throughout
Michigan to other colleges and universities before taking a leap into retail sales by
convincing the manager of a local Meijer store to purchased the chair and it quickly became a best
seller. Meijer ordered 1,200 more Fufs, which brought the chair into stores statewide. Since then,
George and Jung have sold over ten million units through retail, wholesale and online avenues.
On a mission to make high design affordable, George regularly travels the globe to find inspiration
for the most progressive, cool, fun and funky seating offerings available. In addition to the original
Fuf® chairs, Comfort Research now offers of a full line of products including BIG JOE bean bags, an
indoor and outdoor furniture line (Orahh), pet beds, pillows, pool floats, and more. All of these
products are made with a green focus. Comfort Research has a facility in Grand Rapids, Michigan
and a satellite facility in Tennessee.
George resides with his wife and two children in Grand Rapids.

Nancy Kaffer, Columnist, Detroit Free Press
Nancy Kaffer is an award-winning columnist and member of the editorial board at
the Detroit Free Press. Kaffer, 39, moved to Detroit in 2000. Kaffer was previously a
staff writer for Crain’s Detroit Business, a freelancer for the Model D and
Metromode Web sites and worked for Metro Times, covering city hall and profiling
interesting characters.
Her reporting experience includes the Dearborn Press & Guide and the Hattiesburg
(Miss.) American, where she did stories on the post-Katrina recovery and education, among other
topics.
Kaffer is an Alabama native and a graduate of Spring Hill College in Mobile.

Tom Kelley, General Manager, IDEO
Tom Kelley is the best-selling author of Creative Confidence, The Art of Innovation
and The Ten Faces of Innovation as well as General Manager at the globallyrenowned design and innovation consultancy IDEO. His ability to foster a culture
of creativity in the companies he works with has made him one of the most
beloved figures in innovation.
Under Kelley’s management, IDEO has won more admiration and awards than any
other design firm in the last decade. At the heart of IDEO's success is the Creative Confidence
philosophy: everyone can contribute creatively to a project if innovation is part of an organization's
way of life.
Over the years, Kelley has spoken in more than thirty countries and helped IDEO grow from 15
designers to a staff of more than 600.
He was named the first-ever Executive Fellow by the dean of the Haas Business School at the
University of California Berkeley and holds a similar role at the University of Tokyo. Kelley also
received the 2009 Kellogg Award for Distinguished Leadership from the Kellogg School of
Management, Northwestern University.

He attended Michigan State University and received his BA in Economics from the University of
Michigan in 1986. The Lyalls have two children and reside in Northville, Michigan.
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Lyall is a member of the Board of Directors of Business Leaders for Michigan and engaged in a
number of civic organizations. He also serves on the Board of Directors of Roush Fenway Racing.
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Lyall has held various positions in Roush’s accounting, finance, operations, and
motorsports activities, and was appointed CEO in 2001. He has been an integral
part of the leadership team that has transformed JRPE into Roush Enterprises. The
Roush Enterprises companies include Roush Industries, a multinational firm engaged in engineering,
product development, manufacturing; Roush Performance, developer and manufacturer of
performance vehicles and products for the automotive aftermarket; and Roush CleanTech, developer
and manufacturer of propane fuel systems for truck platforms serving the fleet vehicle market.
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Evan Lyall began his career with Roush as a summer intern for Jack Roush
Performance Engineering (JRPE). During his 34 year tenure with Roush, he has led
the company’s growth from 23 employees to over 4,000, with a global footprint and
revenues approaching $500 million.
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Evan Lyall, Chief Executive Officer, Roush Enterprises

Dennis Mannion, Pres. & CEO, Detroit Pistons and Palace Sports & Entertainment
Dennis Mannion has served over thirty years in the sports industry. He holds the rare
distinction of having led business operations teams in all four major league sports
during a career that includes 14 postseason runs, two World Series appearances, a
Major League All-Star Game, two National League Championships, an NHL
Conference Championship and Stanley Cup Finals, and a Super Bowl Championship.
He began his career in the sports business as a ticket sales rep for the Philadelphia
Phillies and worked his way to Vice President of Sales and Marketing . He then moved to Denver and
served as the Chief Operating Officer for Ascent Sports – owners of the Denver Nuggets and
Colorado Avalanche. Then, he moved to the NFL, running the business operations for the Baltimore
Ravens. After nearly a decade, he moved to the west coast as President and CEO of the Los Angeles
Dodgers.
Today, as President and CEO of the Detroit Pistons and Palace Sports & Entertainment, Mannion is
charged with transitioning the organization into a new era of basketball and entertainment. He
oversees all aspects of the organization’s business operations, leading a team of more than 270 full-time
and 1,000 part-time employees. He’s overseen more than $40 million in improvements and renovations
to The Palace, maintaining its reputation as one of the top arenas in sports and entertainment.

Christy McDonald, Anchor and Moderator, MiWeek
Christy McDonald is the anchor and moderator of MiWeek, a weekly news and
political analysis show on WTVS - Detroit’s PBS. McDonald also anchors WTVS
special coverage including the Mackinac Policy Conference, education town halls and
programs focusing on the Great Lakes. She has appeared on the PBS NewsHour as
a special correspondent reporting on Detroit’s financial crisis and Michigan politics.
McDonald has moderated panels at the Detroit Policy Conference, Mackinac Policy
Conference, Great Lakes Conference and Michigan Political Science Association Conference. She is
also a frequent guest host on Detroit’s public radio WDET 101.9.
As an Emmy award-winning anchor and reporter, McDonald connected with Detroit viewers for 10
years on WXYZ-TV on the big stories, from 9/11 in New York to political corruption in the city of
Detroit. She has also received reporting honors from the Associated Press and Michigan Association
of Broadcasters for anchoring and breaking news coverage. She has guest lectured at Michigan State
University and the University of Michigan’s journalism classes.
McDonald grew up in Troy and is a graduate of Troy High School. She is also a graduate of Michigan
State University’s James Madison College with a degree in Political Philosophy.

Doug Rothwell, President & CEO, Business Leaders for Michigan
Doug Rothwell has worked as an executive in the public, private and nonprofit sectors having served three state Governors in two different states and
two Fortune 500 companies, General Motors and Bank of America’s credit
card subsidiary. He currently is President and CEO of Business Leaders for
Michigan. Rothwell’s civic engagement includes chairing the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation, an organization he once founded and
led, and serving on the Board of Visitors for the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and
the U.S. Council on Competitiveness.
Rothwell graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a Masters of Public
Administration degree, the University of Delaware with a Bachelor of Arts degree and the
Harvard University John F. Kennedy School’s Program for Senior Executives in State and Local
Government. He has received the most prestigious honors awarded by the National Governors
Association, the Michigan Economic Developers Association and the University of Delaware for
his public service.

Brian Walker, President & CEO, Herman Miller, Inc.
Brian Walker is President and CEO of Herman Miller, Inc., overseeing the

work, to learn and to heal. In March 2003, he was named President and COO
of the company and assumed the title of CEO in July 2004.
He had earlier served as President of Herman Miller North America (2000)
and as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer for Herman Miller,
Inc. (1995). Walker previously held various financial management positions within Herman

board of The Right Place, Inc. of greater Grand Rapids, a regional, non-profit economic
development organization. Walker served as President of The Business and Institutional
Furniture Manufacturer’s Association (BIFMA) from June 2006 through May 2008, and The
Federal Reserve Bank of Detroit from January 2009 through December 2012. Before joining
Herman Miller, Inc., Brian worked as a CPA for the accounting firm of Arthur Andersen. He is a
graduate of Michigan State University.
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Wynn Institute for Vision Research, and Universal Forest Products, Inc. He also serves on the
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Walker serves on the Board of Directors for Briggs & Stratton Corporation, The Stephen A.
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Miller’s international operations.
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company’s global efforts to invent solutions that help create great places to

M. Roy Wilson, President, Wayne State University
Dr. M. Roy Wilson became the 12th president of Wayne State University on
August 1, 2013. Prior to joining Wayne State, President Wilson served as deputy
director for strategic scientific planning and program coordination at the National
Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities of the National Institutes of
Health.
Previously, he was dean of the School of Medicine and vice president for health
sciences at Creighton University, president of the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, and
concurrently, chancellor of the University of Colorado Denver and chair of the Board of Directors of
University of Colorado Hospital. President Wilson also chaired the Board of Directors of the Charles
R. Drew University of Medicine and Science and was acting president during part of that time.
President Wilson’s research has focused on glaucoma and blindness in populations from the
Caribbean to West Africa. He was selected for the list of Best Doctors in America for a consecutive
14 years by Best Doctors Inc.
President Wilson received his undergraduate degree from Allegheny College, an M.S. in
epidemiology from the University of California, Los Angeles, and an M.D. from Harvard Medical
School.

Carl Winans, Co-Founder, Mega Tiny Corporation
Carl Winans is a designer, strategist and technology junkie with a marketing
background and more than 17 years of experience. He plans, designs and
develops brands, startups, websites, mobile apps and products both personally
and for clients. Winans’ experience with interface design and usability and his
understanding of product development and startup trends allow him to make an
impact across a wide variety of projects. He has a passion for smart design from
physical products to digital platforms.
Winans began his career freelancing while attending Michigan State University, and founded RIPE
Interactive in early 1998 after graduation. In late 2003, he and four friends founded Elemental.
Subsequently, Winans has built a network of partnerships and clients throughout Detroit, Chicago
and Los Angeles. He launched Oceanvue in late 2008.
In 2014, Winans co-founded a new web start-up called Rebound that he believes will change the
way people remember the web, and a tech accessories company called Mega Tiny Corporation.
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facebook.com/BusinessLeadersforMichigan

twitter.com/BusLeadersforMI
#MICEOSummit
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www.businessleadersformichigan.com/events
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Download materials, photos and videos from today’s event at

www.businessleadersformichigan.com

